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Save the Date 

9/1  Communion Sunday/Missions Cameo-

  Jamie Mullens 

9/2  Labor Day-Church Office Closed 

9/3  TBC Ministry Fair                                      

9/8-9  Youth Leaders Summit 

9/8            Fall Kick-Off & Jersey Sunday 

9/12  Deacon Meeting 

9/13  Kids Konnect BGMC Game Night 

9/20  Emerge Yth Movie & Game Night 

10/06             Membership Class 1– Communion

            Missions Service- Tanks- Eatery 

10/10            Deacon Meeting 

10/11  Cookie Workshop 

10/13             Membership Class 2-Missions Service 

10/17-19        Youth Convention 

10/20            Membership Class 3-Missions Service   

                      Timothy & Amber Brown 

 

 

   

 

10/27  Membership Class 4-Missions       

     Service –Africa’s Hope-Luke 

            Storer/Mittleider Baby Girl Celebration 

10/31  Harvest Party 

11/3  Communion Sunday 

11/7  Deacon Meeting 

11/10-13 Friendsgiving/Minister’s Enrichment 

11/15  Emerge Yth Butterball Bowl 

11/26  Decorate Church for Christmas 

11/28  Happy Thanksgiving 
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ON MISSION 
 
What is mission drift?  In the book Mission 
Drift by Peter Greer and Chris Horst they 
unpack this danger that faces the Church 
or any organization today of drifting away 
from their purpose.  They pose a very val-
uable question, “Is your organization in 
danger of “Mission Drift?”  They say, 
“without careful attention, churches or og-
anizations drift from their mission.  Slowly, 
silently, and with little fanfare, organizations 
routinely drift from their purpose, and many 
never return to their original intent.”  They 
give the examples of Harvard and the 
YMCA that no longer embrace the Christian 
principles on which they were founded. But 
they didn't drift off course overnight. Drifting 
often happens in small and subtle ways. 
Left unchecked, it eventually becomes sig-
nificant.  
 
Greer and Horst explain in their book that 
Mission Drift is not inevitable. Giving exam-
ples of organizations such as Compassion 
International and InterVarsity have exhibit-
ed intentional, long-term commitment to 
Christ. 
 
This begs the question: Why have so many 
churches today wandered from their mis-
sion, while others have remained Mission 
true? Can drift be prevented?   Greer and 
Horst said, "No organization is exempt from 
the danger of drifting away from its original 
mission.”  With that backdrop in mind, how 
do we stay true to the Mission?  Maybe we 
need to start with what is our Mission, so 
that we don’t lose track of our purpose.   

At Jamestown First Assembly our Mission 
is to help people become fully devoted fol-
lowers of Christ.  We base that on the 
some of the last words of Jesus to us in 
Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV) “Go and make dis-
ciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit,

 
and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. And 
surely, I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age.”  Making disciples of Christ, 
baptizing them into His Kingdom, and 
teaching them to obey scripture, is what we 
are all about.  This is our Mission! Given to 
us by Christ himself.  So, let’s keep this 
Mission in focus as we step into this fall 
season.   

We have been experiencing the fulfill-
ment of this Mission in our midst this 
past year with many giving their lives to 
Christ.   So, of them have been water 
baptized and we hope   to see more 
baptisms this fall, and then many new 
faces have joined with us in our sys-
tematic teaching of God’s Word.  But 
still, we need to be vigilant in our en-
deavors to not get sidetracked and stay 
on Mission.  The Lord’s presence will 
bless our Church as we stay true to this 
Mission. 

Now is a practical way,  let me briefly 
mention some things that will help us 
stay on Mission in a personal way.  To 
be “On Mission” is to intentionally be-
friend unbelievers, in love, for the pur-
pose of the Gospel of Jesus.   

 

What it does NOT mean to be on mis-
sion: 

To be “On Mission” 
does NOT mean you view those 
who don’t follow Jesus as “dirty 
rotten sinners” that need to be 
cleaned up or “projects” to be 
completed.  

To be “On Mission” 
does NOT mean you must see 
conversions, though you likely 
will eventually.  We don’t save 
people, Jesus does, we just love 
them.   

To be “On Mission” 
does NOT mean you need 10 
extra hours a week set aside for 
“missionary” work.  It’s more nor-
mal than that. 

To be “On Mission” 
does NOT mean you must only 
talk about Jesus in very serious 
tones when you’re around unbe-
lieving friends.  Be real with peo-
ple. 

To be “On mission” 
does NOT mean Jesus really 
loves you if you have a lot of un-
believing friends. 

 

 

 



So, what it DOES mean to be on mission 
personally: 

To be “On Mission” DOES mean that you 
love Jesus, although imperfectly, and 
believe he is the only hope for every 
soul in the world (including your own) 
because according to Acts 4:12 
(NIV) “Salvation is found in no one 
else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given to mankind by which we 
must be saved.” 

To be “On Mission” DOES mean that you 
love people, like Jesus, and are 
moved to compassion as Luke 14:23 
(NIV) says, “Go out to the roads and 
country lanes and compel them to 
come in, so that my house will be full.”  
And again Matthew 28:19-20 
(NIV) “Go and make disciples of Je-
sus of all nations.”  

To be “On Mission” DOES mean you be-
lieve that inviting people to Jesus is 
inviting them to life-that-is-truly-life 
(not religion) because Jesus said in 
John 14:6 (NIV) “I am the way and the 
truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.”  

To be “On Mission” DOES mean you 
view yourself according to 2 Corinthi-
ans 5:18 (NIV) “All this is from God, 
who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ and gave us the ministry of rec-
onciliation.”  We are as 
an ambassador of reconciliation and 
according to John 17:18 (NIV) Jesus 
said, “As you sent me into the world, I 
have sent them into the world.”   We 
are the sent ones in whatever places 
you find yourself day-to-day, moment-
by-moment. It’s living everyday life 
with gospel intentionality, starting with 
those God has placed around you. 

To be “On Mission” DOES mean you 
prayerfully consider how to best con-
nect with those around you for the 
purposes of the gospel, becoming as 
1 Corinthians 9:22 (NIV) says, “I have 
become all things to all people so that 
by all possible means I might save 
some.”  

 

To be “On Mission” DOES mean you 
know that even while you, according 
to Romans 5:8 (NIV) “While we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
Thus making you a redeemed sin-
ner pointing other sinners to the Re-
deemer. 

 

In other words, by putting our faith in 
Christ, we have received a new identity of 
“missionary”, sent into our city armed with 
the message of hope, deliverance and the 
mercy of Jesus Christ. To be “On Mission” 
is to practically live out that identity in sim-
ple, loving, everyday ways, befriending un-
believers for the sake of the gospel, the 
good of the city and the glory of God. Let’s 
continue, trusting Him, as Jesus’ people 
sent “On Mission”—developing fully devot-
ed followers of Christ! 

 

Let’s stay focused “On Mission” and not 
drift! 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jeff Wiedenmeyer 

Lead Pastor Jamestown First Assembly 

 



Wednesday 6:30PM 

Leader: Joe & LeAnn 
Beckstrand 

701-269-9662 

1116 Western Park Village, 

Jamestown 

Wednesday 6:30PM 

Leader: Pastor Jeff 

 

701-252-4092 

Jamestown First Assembly 

Wednesday 6:30PM 

Leader: Pastor Tamra 

 

701-252-4092 

Jamestown First               
Assembly 

Mondays 7:00 PM 

Leader: Pastor Shawn 

& Cami 

701-269-8648 

301 6th Ave SW 

Jamestown 
 

More to come…. 

Watch the  

e-bulletin for  

details 



Sundays at 9am 

in October 

Sign up in Lobby 

 Sunday, October 6th 

Sunday, October 13th  

Sunday, October 20th  

Sunday, October 27th 

Getting established in your faith 

Discipleship 



Missions Convention 2024 

Andrew & Jacqueline Tank- 

Sunday, October 6th 

Isaac  & Whitney Sevlie 

Bismarck All Nations Church 
Home Missions 

Sunday, October 13th 

Timothy & Amber Brown 

Sunday, October 20th 



Luke & Bethanie Storer-
Africa’s Hope                           
Sunday, October 24th 

Opportunity to “give generously” to  Missions 

during our Missions month.  Our goal for cash 

offerings is $15,000 to help support projects. Our 

goal for “Faith Promise” giving is $3,500 per 

month. Be in prayer about what the Lord would 

have you do. 



 





7PM 



1. Please pray for wisdom and safety for 

our family and staff as we continue to 

work and minister in Nicaragua. 

2. Please pray for the children and young 

people in the Child Hope schools that 

transformation would continue to take 

place in their lives and families. 

3. Please pray for financial miracles for our 

schools. 

4. Please pray for Alyssa as she starts her 

3rd year of College and Ashley as she 

begins 10th grade. 

5. Please pray for Nicaragua! 

Please 

Pray... 



Friday, November 8th, 6:30pm  

Ladies, sign up and bring a 

friend!    



Birthdays 

 & Anniversaries... 
SEPTEMBER|OCTOBER|NOVEMBER 

Birthdays... 

Anniversaries... 
09/01 Louis & Bonnie Delair                               

09/11     Gatlyn & Noelle Buskness 

09/12 Joe & LeAnn Beckstrand  

10/23 Dennis & Evelyn Hofmann  

11/28 Ray & Carol Elhard 

09/01 Catie Haas                                                            

09/02 Josie Carlson                                             

09/05 April Johnson                                                     

09/20 Lindsay Hoff                                                        

09/21 Cami Hirst                                                            

09/22 Christy Meza                

10/03 Lance Savage                                                       

10/04 Judy Vilhauer                                                        

10/07 Leroy Kirschenmann                                           

10/09 Shawn Hirst                                                                

10/12 John Schaller          

10/3        Dennis Hofmann                                                        

10/13 Gemma Schaller                                                  

10/17 Shirleen Pettet                                                       

10/30 Janna Robinson 

11/02 Milo Mittleider                               

11/02 Joe Weltzin                                

11/10 Gina Jones                                 

11/17     Zachery Johnson                    

11/19 Darcy Harr                                                

11/30     Leona Deutscher 
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~ Sunday ~  Worship Practice 

9:00 am  

 

10:00   a.m. Prayer 

10:15am Greeting & Coffee 

10:30 a.m. Morning Worship  

Kidz Konnect & Nursery 

 

Mondays~  

CYA Grow Group 

 

 

  

 Tuesday ~ 

7 p.m. 

Grow Groups meeting at  various locations 

For more info contact 252-4092 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

               

Wednesday~ 

7 am Deacon Prayer at the church 

 

6:30  p.m. 

Ladies Evening Break GG 

Men’s Bible GG 

Kids On Trak 

5pm –6:30 pm service/Emerge Yth at Slater 

Center 

 

Grow Groups meeting at various locations 

For more info contact 252-4092 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JAMESTOWNFIRSTASSEMBLY 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 Past9or Jeff –

Communion 

Jamie Mullens-

Cameo 

2                          

Church Office 

Closed! 

Labor Day 

3 

Student Ministry 

Fair TBC  

4 

 

 

Emerge Yth 

Back to School 

Building Blocks 

6:30pm 

5 6 7 

 

8 Pastor Jeff 

10:30am 

 

Fall Kickoff—Jersey 

Sunday 

 

 

9  

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

11 7 am Deacon 

Prayer   

  

Emerge Yth 

Kids on Trak 6:30 

pm 

12  

 

 

 

  6pm Deacon 

Mtg. 

 

13 

 

 

Kids Konnect 

BGMC Game 

Night-6:30pm 

14 

 

 

 

15  Pastor Jeff 
10:30am 
 
 

 
 
 
 
pm Pastor Jeff 
 

16 

 

 

 

 

 

CYA Movie with 

snacks-7pm 

 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 7 am Deacon Pray-

er    

 

6:30 pm Ladies GG                 

6:30 pm Men’s GG 

6:30 pm Kids On Trak 

6:30 pm Emerge Yth 

 

 

Grow Groups 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

 

Emerge Yth Movie 

& Game Night at 

the Slater Center 

(7-10 pm) 

21 

 

 

 

 

22 Pastor Jeff 

10:30am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 

 

 

Carmichael Chris-

tina School Form 

Iibrary basement 

6:30 pm  

 

            CYA 7pm 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 7 am Deacon Pray-

er    

 

 

 6:30 pm Ladies                 

Evening Break  

6:30 pm Men’s GG 

6:30 pm Kids on Trak 

6:30 pm Emerge Yth 

Grow Groups 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27 

 

 

28 
 

29 Pastor Jeff 

10:30am 

Water Baptism   

Musical Tryouts, 

12:30 pm 

30  

 

 

 

 

 

CYA 7pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Youth Leaders Summit 



~ Sunday ~  Worship Practice 

9:00 am  

 

10:00   a.m. Prayer 

10:15am Greeting & Coffee 

10:30 a.m. Morning Worship  

Kidz Konnect & Nursery 

 

 

 

  Mondays ~ CYA Grow Group 

7 p.m. 

 

Grow Groups meeting at  various locations 

For more info contact 252-4092 

          

Wednesday~ 

7 am Deacon Prayer at the church 

 

6:30  p.m. 

Ladies GG 

Men’s BGG 

Kids On Trak 

5pm –6:30 pm service/Emerge Yth at Slater 

Center 

 

Grow Groups meeting at various locations 

For more info contact 252-4092 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 2 7 am Deacon Prayer    

 

6:30 pm Ladies GG 

6:30 pm Men’s GG 

6:30 pm Kids On Trak 

6:30 pm Emerge Yth 

Grow Groups 

3 

 

 

 

 

  

4 5 

 

 

 

 

6 9am Membership 

Class 

Missions Convention-

Jacqueline Tank 

10:30am 

 Yth Eatery 

12:30pm Musical 

Practice 

7 

 

  

 

 

CYA- King Pinz 

Bowling-6pm 

8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 7 am Deacon Prayer   

 

630 pm Ladies  GG 

6:30 pm Men’s GG 

6:30 pm Kids On Trak 

6:30 pm Emerge Yth 

Grow Groups 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

6pm Deacon Mtg 

 

11 

 

12 

 

 

13 9am Membership 

Class 

 10:30am-Missions 

Covention-Seviles 

BGMC 

12:30pm Musical 

Practice 

 

14 

 

 

 

 

CYA-7pm 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 7 am Deacon Prayer    

 

6:30 pm Ladies GG 

6:30 pm Men’s GG 

6:30 pm Kids On Trak 

6:30 pm Emerge Yth 

Grow Groups 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19 

 

 

 

 

20 9am Membership 

Class- 

Amber Brown-

Missions Convention 

10:30am  

12:30pm Musical 

Practice 

21 

 

 

 

 

 

CYA-7pm 

22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 7 am Deacon Prayer    

 

6:30 pm Ladies  GG 

6:30 pm Men’s GG 

6:30 pm Kidz On Trak 

6:30 pm Emerge Yth 

Grow Groups 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

26 

 

 

 

 

27 9am Membership 

Class 10:30am Mis-

sions Conv. Africa’s 

Hope-Luke Storer 

12:30pm Musical 

Practice 

Baby Mittleider cele-

bration @ Beck-

strand’s home 

28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CYA-7pm 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30 

 7 am Deacon Prayer    

 

6:30 pm Ladies  GG 

6:30 pm Men’s GG 

6:30 pm Kidz On Trak 

6:30 pm Emerge Yth 

Grow Groups 

31 Harvest Party 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Youth Convention 17-19 Fargo, $225 



JAMESTOWNFIRSTASSEMBLY 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

1 2 

 

 

 

 

3 9am Worship practice 

Pastor Jeff 10:30am 

Communion 

12:30pm Kids Musical 

Practice 

 

 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CYA-7pm 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 7 am Deacon Prayer    

 

6:30 pm Ladies   GG 

6:30 pm Men’s GG 

6:30 pm Kids On Trak 

6:30 pm  Emerge Yth 

 

 

 

Grow Groups 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6pm Deacon Mtg 

8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 

 

10am Kids Musical 

Practice 

10 9am Worship prac-

tice 

Pastor Jeff 10:30am 

12:30 pm Kids Musical 

practice 

 

3pm– CYA Friendsgiv-

ing 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

CYA-7pm 

 

12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13 7 am Deacon Prayer    

 

6:30 pm Ladies  GG                

6:30 pm Men’s GG 

6:30 pm Kids On Trak 

6:30 pm Emerge Yth 

2pm—Ava Maria 

 

Grow Groups 

14 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

Emerge Yth 

Butterball Bowl 

7-8:30pm 

 

16 

 

10am Kids Musical 

Practice 

 

 

17 9am Worship Prac-

tice 

Pastor Jeff 10:30am 

12:30 pm Kids Musical 

Practice 

2pm Ava Maria 

 

18 

 

 

 

 

 

CYA-7pm 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

20 7 am Deacon Prayer    
  

 

6:30 pm Ladies  GG 

6:30 pm Men’s GG 

6:30 pm Kids On Trak 

6:30 pm Emerge Yth 

Grow Groups 

21 

 

 

 

 

22 

 

 

 

23 

 

10am Kids Musical 

Practice 

 

 

24 9am Worship Prac-

tice 

Pastor Jeff 10:30am 

12:30 pm Kids Musical 

Practice 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26 

 

Decorate church 

for Christmas 

 

 

 

 

27 No Wednesday night 

classes 
28 

Thanksgiving Day 

Church office 

closed 

 

 

 

 

29 30 

10am Kids Musical 

Practice 
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~ Sunday ~  Worship Practice 

9:00 am  

 

10:00   a.m. Prayer 

10:15am Greeting & Coffee 

10:30 a.m. Morning Worship  

Kidz Konnect & Nursery 

 

Mondays~ 

CYA Grow Group 

 

 

 

 

  Tuesday ~ 

7 p.m. 

Grow Groups meeting at  various locations 

For more info contact 252-4092 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday~ 

7 am Deacon Prayer at the church 

 

6:30  p.m. 

Ladies Evening Break GG 

Men’s Bible GG 

Kids On Trak 

5pm –6:30 pm service/Emerge Yth at Slater 

Center 

Grow Groups meeting at various locations 

For more info contact 252-4092 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minister’s Enrichment 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

1 2 

 

 

 

 

3 9am Worship practice 

Pastor Jeff 10:30am 

Communion 

12:30pm Kids Musical 

Practice 

 

 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CYA-7pm 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 7 am Deacon Prayer    

 

6:30 pm Ladies   GG 

6:30 pm Men’s GG 

6:30 pm Kids On Trak 

6:30 pm  Emerge Yth 

 

 

 

Grow Groups 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6pm Deacon Mtg 

8 

 

 

LNO Cookie  

Workshop-6:30 pm 

 

 

 

9 

 

10am Kids Musical 

Practice 

10 9am Worship prac-

tice 

Pastor Jeff 10:30am 

12:30 pm Kids Musical 

practice 

 

3pm– CYA Friendsgiv-

ing 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

CYA-7pm 

 

12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13 7 am Deacon Prayer    

 

6:30 pm Ladies  GG                

6:30 pm Men’s GG 

6:30 pm Kids On Trak 

6:30 pm Emerge Yth 

2pm—Ava Maria 

 

Grow Groups 

14 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

Emerge Yth 

Butterball Bowl 

7-8:30pm 

 

16 

 

10am Kids Musical 

Practice 

 

 

17 9am Worship Prac-

tice 

Pastor Jeff 10:30am 

12:30 pm Kids Musical 

Practice 

2pm Ava Maria 

 

18 

 

 

 

 

 

CYA-7pm 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

20 7 am Deacon Prayer    
  

 

6:30 pm Ladies  GG 

6:30 pm Men’s GG 

6:30 pm Kids On Trak 

6:30 pm Emerge Yth 

Grow Groups 

21 

 

 

 

 

22 

 

Little Sparks Party 

 

23 

 

10am Kids Musical 

Practice 

 

 

24 9am Worship Prac-

tice 

Pastor Jeff 10:30am 

12:30 pm Kids Musical 

Practice 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26 

 

Decorate church 

for Christmas 

 

 

 

 

27 No Wednesday night 

classes 
28 

Thanksgiving Day 

Church office 

closed 

 

 

 

 

29 30 

10am Kids Musical 

Practice 



6 Church Members Who Build Up the Church 

 by Chopo Mwanza                                                        

  Something to Think About….. 

Every local church is comprised of a diverse group of church members who have been radically transformed by the power of God through 
the person and work of Jesus Christ. These diverse people have no reason to live and work together, let alone care for each other—and yet, 
they choose to live in love and unity together, to the praise and glory of the Lord’s name. Healthy local churches make a powerful and attrac-
tive testimony to a watching world. This means that every member has to be devoted to building others up.  

1. Those Who Attend.                                                                                                                                                                                           

Attending is the most basic way members build each other up. It’s the most obvious way to show commitment to the body. There’s some-
thing encouraging about knowing a brother or sister is simply going to be present at a church service, and you are going to worship God to-
gether. The writer of Hebrews tells the believers to “stir one another up to love and good deeds” and to “encourage one another.” How are 
they to do this? By “not forsaking the assembling of the believers” (Heb. 10:23–25). You cannot build others up if you’re not meeting with 
them regularly and faithfully. It’s therefore no wonder that those who are regularly absent from the gathering often stagnate in their faith or 
become members who primarily grumble and complain. Dear church members, church meetings are not about you or your convenience. 
Build others up by faithful attendance. 

2. Those Who Encourage. 
Consider Paul’s words about Tychicus in Colossians 4: “I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are and that 
he may encourage your hearts” (Col. 4:8). Why does he send his friend? To encourage the Colossians. We should follow Paul’s model. The 
encouraging member commends, recommends, praises, thanks, comforts, urges, supports, and compliments other members. We often think 
of encouraging as merely giving praise, like a spectator in the terraces. However, biblical encouragement is more than that; it’s a fellow 
teammate urging you to get to work. Furthermore, encouragement is not mere flattery. It’s not just being nice or telling people what they 
want to hear. Rather, true encouragement is honest and sincere. It commends those who serve well, and it also urges those who are strug-
gling in their walk with the Lord. Such kind of member is a great blessing to the body. Strive to be one. 

3. Those Who Confront Without Indulging Gossip. 
Churches are full of sinful people, which means church members sin against each other. This poses a challenge to the unity of the church, 
and it requires members to confront one another in love and gentleness. The confronting member is the opposite of a gossip and slanderer. 
They obey the charge of Scripture to confront and restore people who are living in sin (Matt. 18:15–18, Gal. 6:1–2). What motivates the con-
fronting member is not just that someone’s sin has offended them but that the Lord is offended by sin—particularly sin that is unresolved 
and left to fester and grow (1 Cor. 5). The confronting member confronts out of love for God and love for other believers. 

4. Those Who Pray. 
I’ve always been struck by Samuel’s statement to David: “Far be it from me that I may sin against you by not praying for you” (1 Sam. 12:23). 
We have a responsibility to pray for each other. The best church members are devoted to prayer. They’ve learned to depend on God so they 
highly value praying to him. Typically, praying members learn to talk less to people and more to God about people. They’re a church’s un-
sung heroes. If prayer drives the church, then the praying member is essential to the health and growth of the church. 

5. Those Who Serve. 
Attendance is necessary, but members should do more than just attend. They should serve. They should  “do the work of ministry” (Eph. 
4:12). They use their gifts to serve God and other members, building up the church in the process. Great encouragement comes from know-
ing you’re not the only one on the team. Great comfort comes from knowing you have teammates fighting with you and encouraging you as 
you go. People who are able to but don’t serve in the church tend to discourage the rest of the body. 

6. Those Who Show Patience. 
Patience is a vitally important both for the individual believer and the congregation as a whole. After all, the Christian life isn’t a sprint but a 
marathon. Our walk with the Lord is a process, and we won’t noticeably grow over night. All this means we have to learn to endure with 
each other’s weaknesses and shortcomings. We have to learn to forgive without holding grudges and disciple one another with all patience. 
A patient member graciously puts up with other people’s failures. They realize that no church is perfect—and as a result, they are joyfully 
patient. A church with patient members is a church where members confront one another, encourage one another, confess sin to one an-
other, and forgive each other. 

https://churchleaders.com/pastors/396597-what-is-a-disciple.html
https://www.sermoncentral.com/bible/new-international-version-niv/hebrews-10-23-25?passage=Hebrews+10%3A23-25
https://www.sermoncentral.com/bible/new-international-version-niv/1-corinthians-5?passage=1+Corinthians+5
https://www.sermoncentral.com/bible/new-international-version-niv/1-samuel-12-23?passage=1+Samuel+12%3A23
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